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What do I need to consider 

when looking for an 

apartment?  

Finding a student accommodation in Frankfurt am Main is not the easiest process these 

days and can be stressful and demanding. For international students, there are a few 

things that are very important when you arrive in Germany. One of them is having an 

official residence, which you need to use to register in the city. Here are a few facts to 

consider before you decide to move to Frankfurt.  

 

 What are the rental prices in Frankfurt? 
 

Frankfurt is an expensive city, so it is important to consider your budget before you start 

your search. Rental prices vary depending on the district, but you can expect to pay 

between €500 and €1,000 per month for a one-bedroom flat. This is because the average 

rent in Frankfurt is at the moment around 18.49 €/m².  

 

There are also special dormitories for students in Frankfurt, but their number is limited. 

In addition to the state-run residences offered by the Studierendenwerk Frankfurt, there 

are a large number of private residences and shared flats. Therefore, you should start 

looking for accommodation as early as possible, because student dormitories usually have 

long waiting lists. To get a room from the Studierendenwerk (the cheapest 

accommodation in Frankfurt), you will have to wait about 6 months to a year for a place. 

You can also find private accommodation, but the price will be higher, starting with a rent 

of 500 euros or more per month. 

Remember that you also have to factor in other costs such as utilities, internet and food. 
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What do I need to consider 

when looking for an 

apartment? 

 

 Single apartment or shared apartment? 

There are a variety of housing options in Frankfurt, including flats, shared flats and single-

family houses.  

Single flat:  

In most cases with a single flat, you will have your own room with a bed, desk, private 

bathroom and kitchen already included in the room. If you already have everything, the 

price will of course be higher.  

Shared apartment:  

As a student, you will probably spend most of your time away from home, so a room in a 

shared apartment is one of the most likely options. Usually, one flatmate is the main tenant 

in a flat with several rooms. The kitchen and bathroom are shared by all flatmates. In some 

WGs (shared flats) there is also a common room. As a rule, each flatmate has their own 

room and pays rent according to the size of the room. The room may already be furnished 
or you may have to bring your own furniture.  

The price of your room depends, of course, on where you live and what amenities you can 

enjoy during your stay.  

 In which areas could I live? 

The university is located in the city area "Norden" an. So when you start your search, 

you should consider whether you want to live close to the university (in the city centre) 

or a little further away. With your university ticket, you can travel around the whole 

state, so transport should not be a problem. Some districts that are generally considered 

cheaper are Griesheim, Nied, Ostend and Preungesheim.  Cheap flats can be found 

mainly outside the city. If you live in the surrounding districts of the city, rents can be 

lower.  
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On which websites can I find 

housing? 

 State and non-profit student residences 

- Studierendenwerk Frankfurt. 

- Bauverein katholischer Studentenheime e.V 

- Evangelische Kirche in Hessen und Nassau 

- Wohnrauminitiative Frankfurt e.V. 

- Gemeinnützige Wohnungsgesellschaft mbH Hessen (GWH) 

- Martin Luther King Haus Studentenwohnheim GmbH 

  

 Private dormitories and flats 

- Frankfurt School of Finance and Management GmbH 

- The Fizz Frankfurt 

- YOU5 

- UNINEST 

- Nassauische Heimstätte - Geschäftsstelle Offenbach 

- SMARTments 

- wg-gesucht.de 

  

 Wei You can find more dormitories and links on our website: 

https://www.frankfurt-university.de/housing  
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How should I apply? 

 

When searching for an apartment, you should never feel pressured. Even if the start of 

your studies is imminent, time constraints should not influence your decision.  

 

 Here are some steps and tips to consider when applying for a room: 

1 Write a professionally crafted email or cover letter briefly introducing yourself: discuss 

your personality, age, and studies, as well as your financial situation and how you plan to 

pay the rent (blocked account, parental support, student loans, etc.). This can leave a 
positive impression on the landlord. 

 

2. When renting an apartment in Frankfurt, you will need to provide various documents, 
such as: 

 Self-disclosure form 

 Certificate of enrollment 

 Copy of your ID card 

 Certificate of rent debt-free status 

 

3. Visit the apartment: Personally inspect the apartment (preferably with a friend). If 
possible, speak with the landlord and ask questions about rent, utilities, and maintenance. 

  

 What deadlines should I be aware of? 

At the beginning of the semester, demand for apartments is usually higher, making it more 

challenging to secure one during the months of March-April and September-October. It is 

also crucial to always be proactive, as a delayed response may result in your place in the 

apartment being offered to someone else. 
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Important terms to consider 
 

 Miete/Rent: 

Payment by the tenant for the use of a residence, set out in the tenancy agreement. 

  

 Mietvertrag/Rental contract: 

The tenancy agreement is a binding contract under the law of obligations that regulates 

the transfer of use (of a dwelling/room) for a certain period of time  against ayment of 

an amount. 

  

 Vermieter/Landlord: 

Who, as owner or as his representative, disposes of his property in return for a  payment. 

  

 Mieter/Tenant: 

Person who rents a flat. 

  

 Untermieter/Subtenant: 

Subletting occurs when all or part of the rental property is rented to a third party in 

exchange for money. 

  

 Nachmieter/Next tenant: 

The subsequent tenant joins an existing tenancy. He assumes the obligations of  the 

previous tenant under the tenancy agreement towards the landlord.   
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Important terms to consider  

 

  Hausmeister/Janitor: 

Employee responsible for managing and cleaning a building.  

 

 Mietkaution/Rent deposit: 

An amount of money (usually 3 cold rents) that a tenant has to deposit as a guarantee for 

damages, unpaid rent or similar.  At the end of the rental period, you get the deposit back 

if you have not caused any damage. 

  

 Kaltmiete/Cold rent: 

Rent portion charged only for the use of the rental property (living space), excluding 
heating costs. 

  

 Warmmiete/Warm rent: 

The rent including heating costs. In some cases also other costs such as energy, water, 
internet, etc. 

  

 Einbauküche/Fitted kitchen: 

A fitted kitchen is the furnishing of a kitchen with standardised and permanently installed 

furniture in terms of size and function. 

  

 Mietschuldenfreiheit/ Rent debt freedom: 

The rent debt-free certificate is a simple form used by a landlord to certify that the 
tenant has paid the rent regularly and on time in the past period.  

  



 

9 
IO_1_GA_20240423 

 

What should I look out for in 

the contract? 
 

It is very important to read the rental contract carefully because so many people have 

been scammed in this way. It is important that the contract is written in German. It is best 

to sign the contract in person and not digitally. If the agent tells you that he/she is abroad 

and therefore everything has to be stated digitally, do not accept this flat.  

Here are some more points that every rental contract should contain and that you should 

pay attention to. 

  

 Rental price:  

Check if the rental price is clearly defined and in which period the rent has to be 

paid. Do not accept hidden and unclear costs or fees. 

  

 Deposit:  

The amount of the deposit must be reasonable (usually 3 cold rents) and included 

in the contract. Also make sure that the exact conditions for the return of the deposit 
are clear. 

  

 Rental period: 

Check how long the rental period is stated in the contract and whether you have the 
option to extend or terminate the rental contract. 

  

 Service charges: 

heck which service charges are included in the rental price and what additional costs 

you may incur. 

  

 Address of rental property:  

In a tenancy agreement, the address of the rental property must be stated in any 

case and which flat it is. (Floor and house number) 
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What should I look out for in 

the contract?  

 Living space 

Im Vertrag muss die Anzahl der zu vermietenden Wohnflächen und in manchen Fällen 

auch der Preis pro Quadratmeter stehen. Aus der Anzahl der Wohnfläche und dem 

Preis pro Quadratmeter wird der Mitpreis ermittelt. 
 

 Haustiere:  

Sollten Sie Haustiere haben oder möchten welche haben, informieren Sie sich, ob sie 
erlaubt sind und unter welchen Bedingungen. 

 

 Renovierung:  

Prüfen Sie, ob Sie die Wohnung verändern dürfen oder ob dies vom Eigentümererlaubt 

werden muss. In manchen Fällen ist nur festgelegt, dass die Wohnung genau so 

zurückgegeben werden muss, wie Sie diese bekommen. (Gestrichene Wände, sauber, 
etc.). 

 

 Condition:  

Make sure that the condition of the flat is described exactly in the contract to avoid 

disputes later on. Any damage to the flat that occurred before you moved in should be 
stated in the lease and who is responsible for repairing it. 

 

 Notice periods:  

Check that the notice periods are clear in the contract (usually 3 months before 
moving out) and what the conditions are for early termination. 

 Contract penalties:  

Find out about possible contractual penalties and whether            they are justified.  

 

If you are unsure, ask someone to check the tenancy agreement.
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Tenancy rights: What rights 

do I have as a tenant? 
  

 Right to a flat in accordance with the contract:  

The rented flat must comply with the contractual agreements set out in the 

tenancy agreement. 

 

 House right:  

You have the right to be undisturbed in your flat. The landlord, on the other 

hand, is not allowed to visit the flat without a special reason and without prior 

notice, and in no case in the absence of the tenant. The landlord or the 

caretaker must always give notice of an inspection appointment. 

 

 Visiting rights: 

 The tenant has the right to have guests in his flat. The landlord cannot forbid 

guests, just as he cannot forbid visitors who stay overnight. Nevertheless, 

guests must abide by the house rules. If you have visitors, they are usually not 

allowed to stay overnight for more than 6 weeks. If visitors stay for several 

weeks, it is best to check with the landlord so that this does not lead to 

problems. 

 

 Reduction for rental defects:  

The tenant can reduce the rent if the rented flat shows damage that impedes 

its usability or leads to a reduction in the quality of living. The legal basis for a 

rent reduction is § 536 BGB (German Civil Code). 

 

 Claim to repayment of the rent deposit:  

After termination of the tenancy and return of the flat, the tenant has a claim 

to repayment of the rent deposit. However, the landlord can keep this deposit 

for three to six months in order to check further claims such as additional 

service charge payments. To do so, he must submit the service charge 

statement. 
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How can I terminate my 

lease? 
 

 The notice of termination of a rental flat is usually only valid in written form. 

Here are the steps to terminate your tenancy: 

 

1. Check your tenancy agreement: Check your tenancy agreement and pay attention to 

the notice period and the conditions under which you can terminate the agreement. 

 

2. Write the notice of termination and state the date you want to move out of the flat. 

As a rule, you have to send the notice to the landlord at least three months before you 

want to move out in order to comply with the legal notice period. 

  

3. Send the notice of termination: Send the notice of termination by registered mail or 

give it personally to the landlord or the property management. 

 

4. Document the condition of the flat: document the condition of the flat and make sure 

it is in perfect condition before you move out. This will help you avoid possible 

discrepancies that could lead to problems when you return the flat. 

 
 

5. Make an appointment to hand over the apartment: Make an appointment with the 

landlord or property manager to hand over the flat. Make sure that this appointment 

takes place before the end of the notice period. 

 

6. Hand over the flat: hand over the flat in the agreed condition and make sure that all 

keys are returned. 

Check the final statement: Check the final statement and make sure that all rent 

payments and possible repair costs have been paid. 

 

It is important that you carefully check and comply with the notice period and terms of 

the tenancy agreement to avoid problems and inconvenience.  If you have any questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact us. 


