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Master data
Last name:  Date of birth:  
Program:  Erasmus (SMS) Study field:  International Finance
Home institution:  FRANKFU04 Host institution:  LYON10
Academic year:  2016/2017 Stay from:  01.09.2016
Stay until:  31.12.2016 Email:  

Services rendered by the Frankfurt University
a) Service of the
International Office ■  Sehr zufrieden   ❑  zufrieden   ❑  unzufrieden   ❑  sehr unzufrieden

b) Service of the
Department (Fachbereich) ■  Sehr zufrieden   ❑  zufrieden   ❑  unzufrieden   ❑  sehr unzufrieden

c) Please comment:  What
was good? How can the
International Office / the
Department improve their
services in regard to the
exchange programme?

The International Office was very responsive and helpful. I have no comment on the improvement.

Personal and linguistic preparation
a) How well were you
prepared linguistically for
your exchange stay?

❑  sehr gut   ■  gut   ❑  schlecht   ❑  sehr schlecht

b) What was your language
level in the working
language?

❑  A2   ❑  B1   ❑  B2   ■  C1   ❑  C2   ❑  Muttersprachler

c) Did you take any
preparatory language
classes?

❑  Ja während des Semesters   ❑  Ja einen Intensivkurs an der FRA-UAS   ❑  Ja einen Intensivkurs im Zielland
■  No

d) Did the partner university
provide language classes? ■  Ja während des Semesters   ❑  Ja einen Intensivkurs   ❑  Ja beide Arten   ❑  No

e) How well were you able
to follow classes
linguistically at the partner
institution?

■  sehr gut   ❑  gut   ❑  schlecht   ❑  sehr schlecht

f) Please comment: Which
language did you use? / Did
you use, learn, or improve
any other languages? / How
did you communicate with
your fellow students?

I used English in all of my courses and in communication with my fellow students. I would like to learn
French as well and atteded French class but the workload at the university was so much that I hardly had
time to learn French. Besides that I was arounded with Erasmus friends, we use English all the time and I
can't improve my French. That's a pity.
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Accommodation
a) Did the host university
arrange for
accommodation?

❑  Ja in einem Wohnheim   ■  Ja eine privat vermietete Unterkunft3   ❑  Nein die Möglichkeit bestand nicht

b) How high were your
overall monthly costs for
accommodation (in Euro)?

400€

c) How would you describe
the quality of your
accommodation?

❑  sehr gut   ■  gut   ❑  schlecht   ❑  sehr schlecht

d) How well was the
accommodation situated?
How long did it take you on
average to reach the
partner university (in
minutes)?

The accommodation was a little bit far away from the campus, it took 30min by bus and required many
transport changes. The transport, especially the bus in the morning is always full. Sometimes I could not get
into the bus and came late to the class. That was also a big disadvantage for me because I could not catch
up with my friends and go out with them as they lived very near the school. I decided to take the bicycle to
the school for flexibility, it took 30min too. But it's still inconvenient as my semester was in winter.

e) Which web sites, forums,
facebookpages, contacts,
etc. can you recommend for
looking for accommodation?

The International Office suggested the accommodation and I took the option. They provided also a lot
information about the dormitories. I don't know any other sources for seeking accommodation.

f) Please comment: Where
have you been
accommodated (name of
dormitory, location, part of
town, etc.)? How would you
descr be the surroundings
of your accommodation
(shopping facilities, distance
to the city center, nightlife,
etc.)?

My accommodation was at the 193 Avenue Félix Faure, 69003 Lyon, with the bus stop right in front of the
door. There are supermarkets very near and convenient. Restaurants, fast food, bakery, banks and
pharmacy stores are very near. It's safe when I come back home late, too. The location of my
accommodation was excellent, exception for that it is 30min by bus or by bike far away from the school, and
in winter it's not comfortable to get to the school.

Arrival at the Partner University and Orientation
a) Was an orientation
program organized for
incoming exchange
students?

■  Yes   ❑  No

b) Were you informed about
organizational issues such
as visa, insurances, class
registration, setting up of e-
mail accounts, etc.?

■  Ja sehr ausführlich   ❑  Ja eher oberflächlich   ❑  No

c) Did the host university
offer activities for exchange
students throughout the
semester?

■  Yes   ❑  No

d) Judging from your
experience, which is the
best arrival time?

My semester in Lyon began at the beginning of September, so I think the best arrival time is around 1-2
weeks before so that student can have enough time to get to know the city and the location, to buy stuffs for
the accommodation, to buy the transport ticket or to prepare other documents for example CAF or health
insurance and bank account.

e) Please comment: How
did you organize your
arrival? / Was the extent of
the orientation program
sufficient? Were all
important questions
answered? What did you
have to find out yourself?  /
How fast were you able to
get in contact with the
domestic students? / How
were the services for
exchange students?

The organization of my arrival was quite well with the support of International Office, especially for
accommodation. I got informed about the transport ticket and the CAF support so that I could prepare some
neccesary documents already before the arrival. The host of my accommodation also stayed in touch with
me so that I felt the care and had no any trouble by arrival. The orrientation day was interesting with all
neccesary iinformation provided before, from the schedule of class, the important appointments, activities
during semester, safety warning and suggestion for further activities. But we always stay in tough with other
Erasmus students and therefore less contact with French students. I got informed about some student
organizations at the school and I joined the cheerleading team which offered me more chance to contact
with domestic students. I think the services for exchange students were very good, they were very
responsive and helpful. They're very friendly, too.
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Living Abroad
a) Did you open a bank
account abroad? ❑  Ja das war notwendig   ■  Ja das war praktischer   ❑  No

b) Compared to Frankfurt,
how high was the cost of
living abroad?

❑  Höher mehr als 200%   ❑  Höher ca. 200%   ■  Höher ca. 150%   ❑  Ähnlich wie in Frankfurt   ❑  Geringer
ca. 75%   ❑  Geringer ca. 50%   ❑  Geringer weniger als 50%

c) Did the host university
provide discounted/free
public transportation?

❑  Yes   ■  No

d) Have you received
AuslandsBAFöG? ❑  Yes   ■  No

f) Which supermarkets,
stores, forums can you
recommend to lower
expenses?

Super U, Simply, Aldi and Lidl

f)  Please comment: What
additional expenses did you
have during your semester
abroad? / How far were you
able to travel with your
semester ticket? / How was
your student life off-
campus? / How were the
mensas/ student cafeterias?
What types of meals were
served? How much did the
meals cost? / How were the
libraries? Was their use
free? / Did the university
provide computer
workplaces/ computer
pools? Was Wi-Fi available
on-campus? / Were you
able to use study rooms?
Were you able to rent
separate rooms for
studying? / Did the
university provide a sports
program? Was this free of
charge?

I paid additional 80€ fee for student activities, 60€ for the tax as a requirement for long-stay visa which I
need to apply for the support of CAF. There was no semester ticket. Students pay for it themselves, 30€ per
month to use all the tram, bus, metro. But I used the city bicycle which cost only 15€ for a whole year and
always get the first 1 hour free. Student life off-campus was quite good as Lyon offered many options to go
out, from sightseeing, museums, shops, restaurants, coffee shops, etc.... It was just a pity that I could not
stayed well-contacted with friends as I lived far away from school and city centre, and the public transport
stops working very early, around 23:00. The cafeterias was good, but there is no mensa. Not many options
for lunch was offered because the place was small. The meal is around 2-3€. The library is nice, but opening
time is short. There is computer place where we can come to print. The wifi limits to only one device.There
are rooms for group work.

Studying at the Host University
a) How satisfied were you
with classes at the host
university?

❑  Sehr zufrieden   ■  zufrieden   ❑  unzufrieden   ❑  sehr unzufrieden

b) How would you describe
the academic standard of
classes compared to
Frankfurt?

❑  Sehr viel anspruchsvoller   ■  Etwas anspruchsvoller   ❑  Ähnlich wie in Frankfurt   ❑  Etwas einfacher   ❑
Sehr viel einfacher

c) Did you experience any
difference in teaching
methods/ class structure? /
Which were the difference
regarding your expectations
and your experiences at the
partner university? What
surprised you, what should
newly arriving students
know? / How were the
student services? / Was the
fact, that you were an
exchange student taken into
account (by professors or
other staff)? If so, how? /
How were difficulties, which
you or other exchange
students may have met,
handled by the partner
university?

The class structure was different to those in Frankfurt as we had mid-term exams which forced us to learn
and revise, therefore it is easier for us to prepare for the final exam. There was a class with a presentation
randomly every week, but forced us to bring the new knowledge into application. I did not expect to have
such a lot of group works and projects but they were actually good chances for us to work together and
exchange more between international students instead of just party around. Overall, the biggest difference
is that mostly everything we learned will be required to be applied in either our weekly project or group
work, not at the and of semester in the final exam. That is why we understand the lessons better.
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Final Remarks
a) How satisfied were you
with your stay abroad? ❑  Sehr zufrieden   ■  zufrieden   ❑  unzufrieden   ❑  sehr unzufrieden

b) Which skills were you
able to develop during your
stay abroad?

Definitely communication skills in using English and understand English accent from different countries.
The team work skill as many international students have different working styles.

c) Given the same
circumstances, would you
repeat your stay abroad?

■  Yes   ❑  No

d) Please comment: What
should future exchange
students know/ do/ avoid? /
How would you overall rate
your exchange experience?
/ In what ways have you
benefitted academically,
personally, linguistically for
your future career?

There are many differences in procedures, documents, fees, transports, etc... but as long as the student
inform themselves well before, everything will be fine. The communication skill and tolerance are extremely
important to overcome any troubles, especially in team working because fellow students come from around
the world, they have different working style, different English accents or they tend to focus more on
travelling than doing group work, or in dealing with domestic people using other language. I rate my
exchange experience as very good. It could have been perfect if I had a litte bit less workload in the school,
then less stress as the semester was too short and therefore more time to improve French. Anyway, the
semester exchanged brought me the chance to make friends around the worlds, spend a great time with
them in a great city, lerned new skill during the group work through the exchange of ideas and knowledges,
understand more about people and cultures around the world.

Additional page:
Please complete the
following sentence:  My
exchange semester will
remain unforgettable
because…

now I have friends around the world and we will stay in touch to keep sharing, encouraging and supporting
each other, especially if we have chance the meet again somewhere in other countries.
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