
FAQs about the semester abroad in Overseas 
 
Partner universities 
 

• Where can I find the overseas partner universities? 
 

• Website of the IO: https://www.frankfurt-university.de/de/studium/international-
office/outgoings/studium-im-ausland/semester-weltweit/ 

 

• IO Moodle course: https://moodle.frankfurt-university.de/course/view.php?id=4277 
 
Here you will also find all information about application processes, financing, etc. 

 
Choice of university 
 

• Can I complete the semester abroad at a university that is not a partner university? 
Yes, as a 'free mover, this is also possible. In this case, however, you pay the semester fees 
that are usual at the university abroad and organize everything yourself 
 

• What happens if I do not get any of the three universities I have chosen? 
In the rare event that you did not get any of the three chosen universities, alternatives are 
considered together. We will then offer you a place at one of the universities for which there 
is still availability. 
 

• Do I choose countries or specific universities in my three priorities? 
You specify three specific universities, these universities can be from different countries 
within the overseas program. 
 

• Can I choose ERASMUS and overseas universities as preferred universities? 
No, either three ERASMUS universities OR three overseas universities can be specified. You 
cannot apply for Erasmus and overseas at the same time for the same semester. 
 

• Can I apply for Overseas and the Hessen State programs at the same time? 
Yes, you can apply for Overseas and the Hessen State programs Hessen-Queensland, Hessen-
Massachusetts, and Hessen-Wisconsin at the same time on Mobility Online. You can also 
choose universities of your choice within the Hessen State programs. 

 
Choice of courses 
 

• For which courses can I get credits? 
You clarify this in a learning agreement with your head of degree course after being 
promised a university place. If you research beforehand on the university's website of your 
choice for English Taught Courses or International Exchange Students, you will usually find 
the English language courses. 

 

• Can I still change the learning agreement on-site? 
Yes, you can still change the courses on-site. Often you even have to do this if the university's 
semester planning changes at short notice. 

 

• How many ECTS do I need in total? 
You should bring at least 12 ECTS with you from abroad; as a rule, please take at least four 
modules. 
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• What happens if I fail a course? 
If you fail a course, it cannot, of course, be credited. However, this is not counted as a failed 
attempt. 

 
Application documents 
 

• Can I submit documents later? 
The Transcript of Records can be submitted later if is not yet available. You cannot submit 
any other documents later, such as proof of language proficiency. The documents must be 
uploaded to Mobility Online by the deadline. 
 

• Where and by when do I have to take the DAAD language test? 
You take the test via the Language Center. You can register using the following link: 
https://www.frankfurt-university.de/de/hochschule/einrichtungen-und-
services/fachsprachenzentrum/pruefungen-und-zertifikate/daad-sprachprüfung/  

 
The application deadline for the winter semester is January 15, for the summer semester, it 
is June 30. 
 

• Can I also present other certificates as proof of language proficiency? 
Yes, if you have taken one of these exams in the past two years: 
https://static.daad.de/media/daad_de/pdfs_nicht_barrierefrei/im-ausland-studieren-
forschen-lehren/liste-befreiende-pruefungen.pdf  

 
Proof of language proficiency via the Abitur certificate is not accepted. 
 

• In which language (s) do I have to take the language test? 
You need a language certificate for each language that is spoken at the three universities of 
your choice (possibly French AND English and Spanish) 
 

• Can I submit an older language certificate? 
As long as the language certificate is not older than two years, yes. 
 

• Does a completed C1 course also count as proof of language proficiency? 
Yes, you can also submit such a course as proof of language proficiency if you have passed 
the exam. 

 

• In which language do I write the letter of motivation? 
In the overseas sector, you answer the three motivational questions in English. 

 

• Can I get help with the letter of motivation? 
Yes, the language center at FRA-UAS usually offers assistance. Find out more on the website 
of the Language Center. 
 

• How do I enter the semester dates if it is not yet clear to what extent semesters will be 
postponed due to Corona? 
Enter the times as they are currently shown on the partner university's website. If the time 
should be postponed afterward, this has no disadvantage for your application. For Overseas, 
you will find the universities overseas' semester times in the Moodle course "Preparation 
abroad" eleven to research again. 
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Financing 
 

• What are the financing options? 
The university provides the following scholarships: 

 
Overseas: PROMOS (apply separately for the scholarship, around 8 out of 10 applicants 
receive the scholarship depending on their performance, valid for semesters abroad and 
internships). The application is only possible twice a year, until November 15 for the summer 
semester and until April 15 for the winter semester. 

 
Further scholarships for which you have to apply independently and which do not run 
through the university: 

 
- Fulbright (for the USA): https://www.fulbright.de/programs-for-germans  

 
- HAW International for all countries (DAAD): 
https://www2.daad.de/ausland/studieren/stipendium/de/70-stipendien-finden-und-
bewerben/?status=&target=&subjectGrps=&intention=&daad=&q%20=%20haw%20&%20pa
ge%20=%201%20&%20detail%20=%2057478124  
 
- German National Academic Foundation: https://www.studienstiftung.de/  

 
- Regional, political and religious foundations 

 
Auslands BAföG 
 
Education loans 
 
Research into scholarship databases 
 

• Do I pay tuition fees? 
No, the courses are free of charge at partner universities worldwide, with a few exceptions. 
There are tuition fee waivers at these universities: 

 
some colleges in Australia / both in New Zealand / some colleges in the USA. You can find 
this information on the website and also in the Moodle course. 
 
Please keep in mind that you have to be immatriculated and thus have to have a German 
insurance although you also have to have an insurance for your semester abroad. This is a 
pity but that´s the way it is. 

 

• How can I have the costs for the semester ticket reimbursed? 
The contact person for this is the Asta semester ticket office. Together with a certificate of 
study abroad and the completed document, the semester ticket can be refunded. Further 
information: https://asta-fra-uas.de/semesterticketbuero/  
 

• Can I receive DAAD funding and BAföG abroad at the same time? 
Auslands BAföG can be combined with DAAD funding. 
However, the HAW International Scholarship cannot be combined with promos. However, 
you can apply for the promos and the HAW scholarship at the same time to increase your 
chances of receiving a scholarship. 
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Time planning 
 

• Which semester is suitable for a semester abroad? 
You have to be in at least the third semester if you go abroad, but you can then plan the 
semester abroad at any time. However, please note the module planning. 
 

• Can I extend the semester abroad? 
Sometimes this is possible, it depends on the number of applications. 

 
In the USA, Canada and Australia, no extension is possible on the places without tuition fees. 
 

• Does the FRA UAS semester overlap with that of the PHS, so that I cannot take exams? 
If you go abroad in the summer semester, there are overlapping semester times at many 
universities. At many universities, the summer semester starts in January or February. Please 
make sure you research the semester times at the universities of your choice, you will find 
guidelines in the Moodle course in the information sheets for the semester abroad. 

 

• Can I postpone the semester abroad? 
Postponement is not possible, in which case you will have to reapply. Please only cancel for a 
valid reason, otherwise, you will be given lower priority when you apply again. 

 
Organization 
 

• How do I find an apartment (community)? 
Experience reports from FRA UAS 
https://www.frankfurt-university.de/de/studium/international-
office/outgoings/erfahrungsberichte/  

 
Facebook groups 

 
International Office of the partner university: check in advance whether there are dormitory 
spaces available 

 
Agencies 
 

• Do I get a certificate after the semester abroad? 
 
Yes, you will receive a certificate from the host university. 
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